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Summary 
 
Maltby Hall Infant School is a former Local Education Authority managed Infant 
School that was closed in the summer of 2013. The School site is registered to the 
Council with freehold title and remains part of the Children and Young People’s 
Services (CYPS) estate. The site is managed by Regeneration and Environment. 
 
The buildings on the school site are vacant and have been subject to vandalism, 
break-ins and arson attacks; which have increased significantly since February 2016. 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek approval that the school buildings are 
demolished and the waste from the demolition is removed from the school site and 
that the £116,877 cost is added to the Council’s Capital Programme for 2016/17. 
 

Recommendations 
 
That approval be given to include in the Council’s approved capital programme 
2016/17 the demolition and removal of waste materials at the former Maltby Infant 
school buildings, at an estimated cost of £116,877 and that these costs are financed 
from available uncommitted capital receipts. 
 
List of Appendices Included: 
Appendix 1: Site Plan. 
 
 



Background Papers: 
Property Portfolio: Review Appraisal of Maltby Hall Infant School, Rolleston Avenue, 
Maltby, Rotherham, S66 8LN. 
 
Consideration by any other Council Committee, Scrutiny or Advisory Panel:  
No 
 
Council Approval Required: 
No 
 
Exempt from the Press and Public:  
No 
  



 
Title: The future of Maltby Hall Infant School. 
 
1. Recommendations  
  

1.1 That approval be given to include in the Council’s approved capital 
programme 2016/17 the demolition and removal of waste materials at the 
former Maltby Infant school buildings, at an estimated cost of £116,877 
and that these costs are financed from available uncommitted capital 
receipts. 

 
2. Background 
  
 2.1 Maltby Hall Infant school is a former Local Education Authority managed 

Infant School that was closed in the summer of 2013. The school site is 
registered to the Council with freehold title and remains part of the CYPS 
estate. The site is managed by Regeneration and Environment. 

 
 2.2 The premises consist of a main school building which was constructed 

circa 1920’s and a number of prefabricated buildings that make up 
additional classrooms and a dining hall. See Appendix 1. 
 

 2.3 The site is adjacent to Maltby Academy, which is a secondary school of 
circa 1200 pupils. There are also caves within the limestone crags close 
to the school site which are considered to be a regionally important 
geological site. 
 

 2.4  A review of the school site was undertaken by officers in May 2016  
concluded that the site did not have major development potential given 
the topography, access arrangements, the proximity to existing residential 
properties, the limestone crags and adjacent woodland.  However, if these 
issues are addressed, there are a number of potential uses of the site 
which would enable the Council to derive future economic benefits and/or 
service potential from it.  These include a small scale, residential 
development (2-4 properties); a children’s play area or for use by the 
Maltby Academy to house an extension to their existing outdoor sports 
facilities.  These options will be explored in more detail following 
demolition.  

 
3. Key Issues 
 
 3.1  Since the closure of the school in July 2013, the buildings were kept 

secure with low levels of vandalism. However since February 2016 this 
has escalated with multiple instances of vandalism and break-ins of the 
main school block and damage to the fabric of the buildings. 

 
 3.2 In response to the break-ins and vandalism the Council has spent over 

£4,000 in attempting to keep the building safe and secure. The £4,000 
has been funded from the CYPS revenue budget and is a budget 
pressure.  

 
 



 
4.  Options considered and recommended proposal 
  
 4.1 Since the closure of the school site, Maltby Academy who occupies the 

adjacent site carried out a master planning exercise which incorporated 
the use of the Maltby Hall Infant School site and buildings. The use of the 
site was rejected by the Academy due to the amount of capital funding 
needed to adapt the site to achieve their educational strategic objectives. 

 
 4.2 The retention of the buildings for alternative educational facilities have 

been considered, but the costs to undertake the work were estimated at 
£937,000 and were considered prohibitive to the benefits of using the site 
for further educational purposes. 

 
 4.3 The School site and buildings were considered as an alternative base for 

Aspire as opposed to using Hutton Park. However legal advice stated that 
when Aspire became an academy, the Council would still be legally bound 
to pay any capital expenditure on the borrowing to address the £937,000 
condition issues, whilst losing the Dedicated School Grant (DSG) to 
support the borrowing. 

 
 4.4  Should the Council choose to dispose of the school site, it will need 

consent from the Secretary of State under Section 77 of the Schools 
Standards and Framework Act 1998 and Schedule 1 to the Academies 
Act 2010. This is because the site has been used by a school in the last 
10 years. 

 
 4.5 The school buildings are becoming dilapidated and there is a potential 

danger for persons who may access the school site. 
 
 4.6 It is recommended that the school buildings are demolished and the waste 

from the demolition is removed from the school site and that the £116,877 
cost of demolition and removal of waste be added to the Council’s Capital 
Programme for 2016/17. 

 
5. Consultation 
 
 5.1 Neighbouring schools have been consulted on the intention to demolish 

the school buildings on the Maltby Hall school site. 
 
 5.2 The three Maltby Ward members have been consulted.   
 
 5.3 The report was presented to the Strategic Capital investment Group on 

the 13th July 2016. 
 
 
6.  Timetable and Accountability for Implementing this Decision 
 
 6.1  The report be taken to SLT on the 13th September 2016 
 



 6.2  It is anticipated that should approval be given by Commissioner Kenny to 
demolish the School buildings, the works would commence in October 
2016 and would take six weeks. 

 
7. Financial and Procurement Implications  
 
 7.1 The proposed scheme is not included in the Council’s capital programme 

that was approved by Council on the 2nd March 2016. If the scheme as 
detailed in this report is supported, then a recommendation to Council to 
include the scheme in the approved capital programme will be needed. 

   
  7.2 Tenders have been received from six contractors for the demolition of the 

school buildings. The total cost for the demolition and the removal of 
waste is £116,877. 

 
 7.3 Current Local Authority Accounting Practices allow  the cost of demolition 

to be  considered as  capital spend if it is necessary in order to construct a 
new asset, or if an alternative use for the cleared site would generate 
future economic benefits/service potential. The professional valuation 
report on the site (Appendix 2) indicates that clearance of the site could 
lead to the site having an alternative use that could generate future 
economic benefits. It is, therefore, prudent to charge the estimated 
demolition costs to capital expenditure whilst alternative options/uses for 
the site are explored and considered. The expenditure is to be financed 
from uncommitted and available capital receipts generated from 
rationalising assets before 31st March 2016.  

  
 
8.  Legal Implications 
 
 8.1  An ecological survey of the site has established there is a bat colony 

roosting in the main school building. Because Bats are protected by 
European law, a licence will need to be obtained from Natural England 
under the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 prior 
to demolition starting on site. 

 
 8.2  Officers in Legal and Democratic Services have advised that there are no 

legal impediments that may affect the future disposal of the site. 
 
9.      Human Resources Implications 
 
 9.1 Not applicable. 
 
10.    Implications for Children and Young People and Vulnerable Adults 
 
 10.1 There are no implications to children, young people or vulnerable adults. 
 
11     Equalities and Human Rights Implications 
 
 Not applicable.  
 
 



12.    Implications for Partners and Other Directorates 
 
 None identified. 
 
13.    Risks and Mitigation 
 
 13.1 The school buildings are becoming dilapidated and there is a potential 

danger for persons who may access the school site.  
 
 13.2  To mitigate the risk it is recommended that the school buildings are 

demolished and the waste from demolition is removed from site. 
 
14.  Accountable Officer(s) 
 
 Paul Smith – Corporate Property Manager 
 Tel: 01709 254061 
 paul.smith@rotherham.gov.uk 
 
 Rob Holsey – CYPS Capital Programme Manager 
 Tel: 01709 823723 
 robert.holsey@rotherham.gov.uk 
 
Approvals Obtained from:- 
 
Strategic Director of Finance and Corporate Services: - Jonathan Baggaley, Finance 
Manager, Regeneration and Environment and Capital. 
 
Director of Legal Services: - Neil Concannon, Service Manager, Litigation and Social 
Care, Legal Services. 
 
Head of Procurement (if appropriate):- Not applicable. 
 
Rob Holsey 
CYPS Capital Programme Manager 
 
This report is published on the Council's website or can be found at:- 
 
http://moderngov.rotherham.gov.uk/ieDocHome.aspx?Categories= 
 


